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DearMessrs ArbuckleandBurgess

TheLouisianaBoardofEthics Board atitsOctober8 2021meeting consideredyour
requestforanadvisoryopinionastowhethertheLouisianaCodeofGovernmentalEthics

Code wouldprohibityoufromenteringintoanagreementwithSevyTitle LLCtoprovide
loanclosingandtitleservices

FPACTS ROVIDED

YouarebothpracticingattorneyswithgeneralcivilpracticesinDeSotoParish whereyou
shareofficespace inadditiontoservingasassistantdistrictattorneysinDeSotoParish You
havebeencontactedbySevyTitle LLC atitlecompanyownedandoperatedbyBridgetVerret
asherseparateproperty andlocatedinBossierParish Mrs Verretthasrequestedthatyour

office s facilitateallclosingsofloan titleworkSevyTitle LLCconductsinDeSotoParishin
exchangeforasplitoftheclosingfees Mrs Verret shusbandisacriminaldefenseattorney
inBossierParish whoalsohandlessomecriminalmattersinDeSotoParish

LAW

La RS 421102 201 defines service tomeantheperformanceofwork duties
responsibilities ortheleasing rental orsaleofmovableorimmovableproperty

La RS 421111 C 2 d providesthatnopublicservantandnolegalentityinwhichthe
publicservantexercisescontrolorownsaninterestinexcessoftwenty fivepercent shall
receiveanythingofeconomicvaluefororinconsiderationofservicesrendered ortobe
rendered toorforanypersonduringhispublicserviceunlesssuchservicesare d Neither
performedfornorcompensatedbyanypersonorfromany officer director agent or
employeeofsuchperson ifsuchpublicservantknowsorreasonablyshouldknowthatsuch
personhasorisseekingtoobtaincontractualorotherbusinessorfinancialrelationshipswith
thepublicservantsagency conductsoperationsoractivitieswhichareregulatedbythe
publicemployeesagency orhassubstantialeconomicinterestswhichmaybesubstantially

ANEQUALOPPORTUNITYEMPLOYER



affectedbytheperformanceornonperformanceofthepublicemployeesofficialduty

CONCLUSION

TheBoardconcluded andinstructedmetoinformyou thatbasedonthefactspresented the
CodedoesprohibityoufromenteringintoanagreementwithSevyTitle LLC La RS
421111 C 2 d prohibitsapublicservantandlegalentitys inwhichthepublicservant
ownsmorethantwenty fivepercentshallreceiveanythingofeconomicvalueforservice
renderedortoberenderedforanypersonfromwhomthepublicservantwouldbeprohibited
fromreceivinggiftsinaccordancewithLa RS 421115 A 1 or B SevyTitle LLCdoesnot
haveacontractual business orotherfinancialrelationshipwithyouragency theDistrict
AttorneysOfficefortheParishofDeSoto Additionally SevyTitle LLCisnotregulatedbythe
DistrictAttorneysOfficefortheParishofDeSoto Lastly SevyTitle LLCdoesnothave
substantialeconomicinterestswhichmaybesubstantiallyaffectedbytheperformanceor
nonperformanceofeitherofyourofficialduties

Thisadvisoryopinionisbasedsolelyonthefactsassetforthherein Changestothefactsas
presentedmayresultinadifferentapplicationoftheprovisions oftheLouisianaCodeof
GovernmentalEthics TheBoardissuesnoopinionastopastconductorastolawsotherthan
the Louisiana CodeofGovernmentalEthics theCampaignFinanceDisclosureAct the
LobbyistDisclosureAct andtheconflictofinterestprovisions contained intheLouisiana
GamingControlLaw Ifyouhaveanyquestions pleasecontactmeat 800 842 6630or 225
219 5600

Sincerely
LBEOUISIANA OARDOF THICS

LaToyaD Jordan
FortheBoard
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